Top TEN Ways to Get Along
With Your Roommate

Be honest.

Deal with conflicts in a timely
fashion.

Please take the time to fill

When something is bothering you,
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When help is needed, go to your RA
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assistance.
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How can you enhance the positive influence you and your
roommate have on each other?

. At the very beginning of your relationship, inventory your habits and preferences: tidy or casval, stay up late or
get up early, punk rock, classical jazz or hip hop, study alone or with others, ete.

. Work out strategies of compromise for your differences.

. When you are irritated (or pleased) with your roommate, express it directly and immediately. Don't store up
resentwments and explode when he or she commits a minor offense. Pon't discuss your roommate problems with
others when you haven't discussed them with your roommate.

. Recognize that there are at least two sides to every story. Hear your roomwmate out. Try to see things from his/
her perspective rather than jumping to conclusions.

. Most problems can be resolved or alleviated. If you can't work out the situation with your roommate-and you
actually tried doing so instead of assuming that it can’t be done-ask for assistance from someone who will be
objective, such as a mutual friend who is not directly affected by the sitvation, a resident assistant, or

coordinator of the building. The person can meet with you and your roommate to help you resolve the problem.
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