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POLICY XXIV:  CLINICAL SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS

All clinical experiences for students enrolled in the Dalton State College Radiologic Technology Program are fully supervised using the following parameters established by the JRCERT:

Clinical Staff:  For radiography programs, the ratio of students to staff prior to student competency achievement in a given examination or procedure shall not exceed 1:1.
For any level of supervision:  The student is required to correctly identify the patient by checking the patient’s ID bracelet. A verbal identification (only) is not acceptable.
Direct Supervision:  


1)    A 1:1 ratio must exist between a qualified (registered) technologist and a student until
       competency has been achieved for a specified exam or procedure (thus, direct supervision). 
      Once competency has been achieved, the direct supervision of the student performing that 
       specific competency changes to indirect supervision status (see below).

2)   A qualified (registered) technologist reviews each procedures in relation to the

      student’s level of program achievement;

3)   A qualified (registered) technologist evaluates the condition of the patient in relation

       to the student’s knowledge and skills;

4)   A qualified (registered) technologist is present during the conduct of the procedure;

5)   A qualified (registered) technologist reviews and approves the procedure and all

      student generated film/image products prior to physician interpretation; and

6)   Should a student generated repeat occur the following steps must be followed:

6.1) A qualified (registered) technologist is present during the student performance of any

                      repeat of any unsatisfactory radiograph; and

6.2) The technologist must check patient positioning and technique selection prior to the
       student repeating the radiograph; and

6.3) The repeat procedure is initialed (documented) by the technologist in the student
       Clinical Logbook.

7)  The technologist has the ultimate decision as to whether the CBE can be attempted when there
      are questions concerning the patient’s condition.

8)  All student generated radiographs must be approved by a technologist prior to submission for
      physician interpretation.

Indirect Supervision:  A qualified (registered) technologist is immediately available to assist students regardless of the level of student achievement.  Immediately available means the presence of the technologist in an adjacent room or location to where the radiographic procedure is being performed.  This availability applies to all areas where ionizing radiation equipment is in use, including portable and surgical equipment and procedures.  All student generated radiographs must be approved by a technologist prior to submission for physician interpretation. The same guidelines occur for student generated repeats in both the indirect and direct supervision categories.  See #6 in the aforementioned Direct Supervision category concerning the details of a repeat film.  
Technologist Approval:  All radiographs performed by a student (regardless of student program level and/or direct or indirect CBE progression) are required to be checked for accuracy by a clinical instructor or a registered technologist prior to sending the radiograph to a radiologist/physician for interpretation. Failure to follow program policies will lead to disciplinary action.  See program Disciplinary Policy in student handbook.
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